
(A dead Sycamore leaf)

Sidesmen for November

        		  6th.	Dr. Cracknell & Mr. Loughborough
		 13th.	Mesdames Utley & Hosken
		20th.	Mr. & Mrs. Folland
		27th.	Mr. & Mrs. Green
		
			Readers & Readings for November

		  6th.	Mrs. B. Hosken:  Ephesians 5: 15 - 21
		 13th.	Mr. B. Hosken:    Ephesians 6: 10 - 20
		20th.	Mrs. B. Pinchin:   Jeremiah 23: 5 - 8
		27th.	Dr. M. Cracknell: Romans 13: 8 - end
		 [Dec. 4th.   Mr. D. Green:  Romans 15: 4 - 13 ]

	  		  The Month’s Sundays

	 	  6th.		Trinity XX
		13th.		Trinity XXI & Remembrance
		20th.		Trinity XXV
		27th.		Advent Sunday
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Services each Sunday
	 		8:00	Holy Communion (B.C.P.)
		 	11:00	Sung Eucharist (Traditional)
		 	6:00	Evensong (B.C.P.) 
Dear Fellow-Pilgrims,

I often find myself reflecting on ‘The Law of Unintended Consequences’ in general, and how Church History often clearly exemplifies it: perhaps no period provides better examples than the Reformation and its aftermath. Why did the Reformation happen? For centuries, the accepted wisdom (‘The Whig View of History’) was that the Church was far too rich, powerful, and corrupt in the late Mediaeval period and had become remote from the people whose lives it dominated, so that, when at last Reform came, it was gladly, enthusiastically, accepted. Why then, some have persistently asked, phenomena like ‘The Pilgrimage of Grace’ in the North, and ‘The Prayer Book Rebellion’ here in the West? And why, if ‘the people’ were so glad to be liberated in this way, was it necessary to put down such dissent with the utmost ferocity? Why draft in hundreds of mercenaries from the Continent to slaughter English (and Cornish!) folk in such large numbers? Why grisly punishments meted out upon men such as the Priest of St. Thomas’ Exeter, hanged in chains from his church tower, wearing his vestments a chalice clutched in his hand? Why the need ‘pour encourager les autres’ unless those others felt that all this ‘reform’ was being foisted, forced, upon them? Professor Eamonn Duffy’s research, in for instance, ‘Voices of Morebath’ has drawn out the strength of popular opposition to reform and highlighted the widespread feeling of loss in parish after parish. The ‘suppression’ of Glasney College near Penryn in 1548 was a dagger aimed at the heart of the Cornish, for the monks there (many with recognisably local names such as Penhyll, Uryn, Libbe, Pascow, Trewynnard, Warrene, Carlyan) had been writing in the Cornish language, not just the Cornish Mystery-plays, but even, we are told, translations of the Latin Church Services: no wonder, a year later, they marched on Exeter to protest about this new book of Prayers in English, a language as foreign to them as the Latin! So Lord John Russell’s forces were eventually to win at Clyst St. Mary, leaving more than 1,000 Cornishmen and Devonians dead; a day or two later, 900 bound and gagged prisoners had their throats slit in ten minutes. Nor did the ferocity finish there: it has been estimated that one tenth of the population of Cornwall died before an end of what we would now call this ‘Racial Cleansing’ was made, enabled by those Italian and German Mercenaries, whose pay... yes, the spoliation of The Church, provided for!


(The ‘bare ruined choirs’... would include Glastonbury, as well as Glasney and Crantock)

Why did Henry VIII – who had earned from the Pope the title ‘Fidei Defensor’ (his book against Martin Luther had argued for the traditional ‘Seven Sacraments’) allow all this ‘reform’ to be imposed? Yes, he wanted a divorce – or rather, an Annulment; yes, he wanted a male heir. Most of all, though, Henry needed money, and Thomas Cromwell (whose great-grand-nephew Oliver was to more of a wrecker) had indicated whence vast sums of money might be had: so ‘The Crown became richer to the extent of around £150,000 (£63,606,300 as of 2011) a year. After Cromwell’s fall in 1540, Henry urgently needed further money to fund his military adventures in France, so yet more looting and dispossession continued, ‘raising over £1,400,000 (£481 million as of 2011)’ The on-line history of Glastonbury sums it up thus: ‘In 1536, during the 27th year of the reign of Henry VIII, there were over 800 monasteries, nunneries and friaries in Britain. By 1541, there were none. More than 10,000 monks and nuns had been dispersed and the buildings had been seized by the Crown to be sold off or leased to new lay occupiers. Glastonbury Abbey was one of principal victims of this action by the King, during the social and religious upheaval known as the Dissolution of the Monasteries.’
One of the ‘unintended consequences’ was, I believe, deeply to engrain in the English psyche the notion that the Church is ‘fair game’, that, indeed, employing dubious methods – what in other circumstances would be condemned as ‘sharp practice’ – to impoverish the Church (and enrich someone else: but let’s not talk about that!) is not just morally acceptable, but actually meritorious... after all, Jesus declared the poor to be blessed and cleansed the Temple of the Moneychangers... so, it would be wrong for the Church to have wealth... and, therefore, right for individuals to relieve the Church of its wealth! Two or three years ago, we had to have two trees felled that were a danger to all going along the path to the School: it cost us, I think £3,000, and people were invited to take wood away, and make a donation to the Church. I believe we were given £30 - £20 of which came from one person who was, and is, closely involved in the Church here. ‘The Church is wealthy! It can afford it. I’m probably doing it a favour’... they probably thought * - as they drove away with a load of wood they’d normally have to pay £50 - £100 for! So, believe me, the spirit of Thomas Cromwell and Henry VIII is alive and well to this day! [* Next thought: ‘I hear they’re closing the Church at Xxx. Shame that, a lovely little place: we went there once, for my Nan’s Burial...]
***
The Church’s Year ends with a blaze of light, All Saints’ Day; and, while we’re all thinking, ‘but I’m a sinner, not a Saint... I would never have had the fortitude to be a Martyr or Confessor and I’m not clever enough to be a ‘Doctor’ and I’m only Holy for moments, not all the time...’ St. Paul can remind us that we are all ‘called to be saints’ – set apart: if not yet pearls, perhaps the grit in the Oyster.
FJRO

(Random activity? No...)
***

A ‘Thank-you’
	Thank you to all who sent cards and messages of Get Well – also to those who visited me in Hospital at Barnstaple and Shepherds Meadow, and for presents of flowers, plants, chocolates, fruit, and pasties. I go for a follow-up appointment at Exeter in November. 
Bridget


(Synchronised Munching!)

       


(A rather optimistic Strawberry-plant flowering on Oct. 29th!)

(Saint Helen’s Dormouse
Hello.  Well summer really has gone and the cold chill of winter is fast approaching.  We did have a St Luke’s Little Summer but it was a wee bit early this year.  Hope you made the most of it to sort out the garden!
November is the end of Trinity and the start of our new year – Advent.  I think of Advent as the ‘Happy Lent’ as we anticipate the birth of Jesus and we have such lovely hymns in Advent.  We also have the ‘Os’ of Advent but I will leave Father Francis to talk about that!
Now to the Plants of the Bible – not many Ns or Os so we can look at them together.
Nard, Nettles, Nuts, Oak, Oil Trees, Olive, Onions.
Let us start at the beginning with Nard or Spikenard.

This is an Indian product, from a plant growing high up in the Himalayas and as a result was very costly.  It is a member of the valerian group of plants and has a strong scented root, which is the nard.
Next we have Nettles.  I think we all know the ‘Stinging Nettle’, and it has several varieties in Palestine but the most common is the Roman Nettle – Urtica Pilulifera.

Nuts – are actually the walnut that is a native of the mountains just east of Palestine and grows freely on the higher parts of the Holy Land.
Oak – There are two species of Oak common in Palestine and the famous oak near Hebron called ‘Abraham’s Oak’ is Quercus Pseudococcifera and is an evergreen like the Holm Oak that we know here.

Oil Trees – This phrase is used three times in the Bible and is translated differently each time.  (So take your pick!)  
Olive – Is one of the earliest named and is very common in Palestine.  Not only does it produce lovely fruit but its wood is close grained and a rich amber colour.  This was used in the Temple for doors and posts.

Onions – Named among the vegetables of Egypt where it is still extensively grown and is a large vegetable.
So next month is ‘P’.  There are more of those plants.
I hope that you are all prepared for winter and have made the most of the summer and its bounty by making jams and chutneys.  Incidentally, wasn’t the harvest lovely?  The supper was too!
God Bless Everyone		The Church Dormouse
From the Registers
Burials
October the 22nd. Clara Ruth Redmore, aged 72 years

Dates for your Diary
		Autumn Fayre     		Nov.  19th.
		Advent Carol Service	Nov.  27th.
		Nine Lessons & Carols       Dec. 18th.
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